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Monomoy Regional School Committee 
Monomoy Regional High School Library 

Meeting Minutes March 23, 2016 
 

Members Present: Steve Davol, Chairperson; Brian Widegren; Terry Russell; Nancy Scott; Sharon 
Stout; Amy Middleton; and Karen Ryder.  Members Absent: Ed Jaworski.  Administrators 
present:  Scott Carpenter, Superintendent; Katie Isernio, Business Manager; Carla Blanchard; Sam 
Hein, Bill Burkhead and Robin Millen.  
 
A. Call to Order – The regular business meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  

 
B. Approval of Minutes of March 9, 2016 – Tabled to next meeting    

 
C. Spotlight – Christian Whittle and Jason Holmes, Chatham Elementary student council 

representatives, reported on recent events. Students wrote over 250 letters to send to US 
military troops overseas; they collected and shipped over 40 boxes of books to schools in the 
Bahamas; they collected $579 in their book fair coin drive for purchasing books for needy 
students and for classroom wish lists.  The school celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday with Spirit 
Week and with celebrity readers from the police and fire departments.  
 

D. Public Comment – Donna Richardson requested the dates of the school council meetings for 
each school.   

 
E. Student Representative Report – Laine Kotoski reported on events at the high school. The 

high school’s first chili competition was a big success; third place went to Athletic Director 
Brendan Case. All proceeds were donated to the Champ House and the Harwich Family Pantry. 
The winter sports banquet will be March 28 and spring sports have begun. The annual spring 
production of The Addams Family was a huge success.  
 

F. Recognitions – The Superintendent thanked the Art of Charity for their support and donations 
this year which total $28,387 to date. The district also received grants from Cape Cod Five Bank; 
Chatham Cultural Council; Friends of Chatham Waterways; Harwich Cultural Council; Friends of 
Pleasant Bay; Harwich Garden Club; Nauset Garden Club; Massachusetts Cultural Council; the 
Chatham PTO and the Cape & Islands Workforce Investment Board.  The Superintendent 
recognized MRHS student Tara Barry, a second year Mandarin student, who took third place in 
the 11th annual Chinese Bridge Speech contest.  The contest is sponsored by the Confucius 
Institute at UMass-Boston for high school students in the United States. Mandarin teacher Jenny 
Gao was also commended for readying her students’ for competition after only two years of 
Mandarin being offered in the district.   
 

G. Reports and Discussions  
1. Mass Audubon Vernal Pools – Monomoy science teacher Melinda Forist, and Chatham 
Conservation Foundation members Jackie Meaney and Matt Cannon, presented information 
on the creation of a living lab vernal pool in collaboration with Mass Audubon Society. The 
wetland living labs will provide an outdoor laboratory for Monomoy Middle School students 
in support of the science curriculum.  The vernal pools are being built on conservation lands 
that abut school property.  Construction costs and maintenance costs will be the 
responsibility of the foundation and construction is expected begin the first week of April.  
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2. MRHS 2016-2017 Program of Studies – Principal Bill Burkhead and the high school 
department heads presented the 2016-2017 Program of Studies. Each department’s course 
offerings are in a new, easy to read grid format. Accounting I and Personal Finance are two 
new math business courses being offered this year. New science courses include AP 
Chemistry; AP Physics; Astronomy; Conceptual Physics and Foundations of Technology.   An 
academic center will be available to students as a scheduled course to assist with 
homework completion, preparation for assessments and organizational skills.  The 
community internship program is expanding into a School to Careers program, establishing 
partnerships with the local Chambers of Commerce, public safety and other agencies to 
provide semester long internships during junior or senior years. Elective courses will be 
offered in a semester format to enable students to take advantage of the many elective 
course offerings.   
 
3. Five-Year Curriculum Cycle – Director of Curriculum Carla Blanchard explained the 
district’s curriculum review cycle, showing phases I-IV, which a re assessment, 
development, implementation, evaluation and support. Each discipline will be subject to 
review every five years.  The cycle is dependent upon the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks and modifications will be made as needed.  
 
4. K-7 Math Curriculum – Carla Blanchard and the Math Program Review Team reported on 
their recommendation for adopting a new K-7 math program. The objective of the team was 
to find a K-7 program that would build the skills necessary to improve students’ academic 
performance, preparedness for statewide exams and readiness for algebra in grade eight. 
The team established priorities, conducted research, and viewed presentations from three 
different publishers. The team enthusiastically recommends Math in Focus from Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt. The cost of the program is $150,000 with an additional cost of $60,000 for 
professional development for teaching staff.   
 
5. High School Concession Stand Building – The architect’s rendering for the concession 
stand building was shared with the committee.  Mount Vernon Group Architects prepared 
the plans at no cost to the district; their work is valued at $7,000.  The total cost of the 
project is projected to be $219,000. The building committee has already funded $135,000 
with the installation of the slab, underground utilities and plumbing tie-in to the septic 
system.  Cape Cod Cooperative Bank has donated $10,000 and the Cranberry Harvest 
Festival has donated $2,000.  The lumber package is estimated to be $28,500 and other 
labor and materials are estimated at $65,000. The Superintendent is asking for the 
committee’s approval to begin fund raising for the project and to reach out to the 
community, families and local contractors for assistance in constructing the building.  
 
6.  Resolutions for Charter Schools Cap and Foundation Budget Review – the committee 
tabled adoption of the resolutions to the next meeting.  

 
 Subcommittee Reports 

1. Cafeteria Charging policy – Second Reading – The committee reviewed the draft policy 
and voted to adopt it.  

 
H. Superintendent’s Report  

1. Construction Project Update – The Superintendent and building committee have been 
working to resolve the HVAC problems at the new high school. A recent conference call was 
held involving the building committee, the architect, General Contractor Fontaine Brothers, 
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HVAC subcontractor Arden Engineering to discuss resolution.  The Superintendent is in the 
process of obtaining written documentation from the architect that the specifications of the 
HVAC systems were not met by Fontaine Brothers and Arden Engineering. The 
specifications called for a phased voltage sensor to protect the units and for two inches of 
rigid insulation in the units’ housing. Neither the voltage sensors nor the insulation were 
originally installed; currently the contractor is installing both. There are supposed to be 
alarm sensors around the coils which monitor temperatures and alert of a potential freeze. 
The software program which monitors the alarms has not worked for two winters in a row. 
In addition, the alarm is located on the roof; an enunciator alarm needs to be installed in the 
custodial area where it could be monitored by the staff. The Superintendent is working to 
make sure these items are corrected and the HVAC problems are resolved before the 
warranty expires.  If it is necessary to call in the performance bond on the contractor, that 
action will take place.  
 
Middle School guidance counselor Kristen Hayden, organized a parent information night 
titled “Cyber-Safety and Wellness Fair” held March 23 at the middle school. The program is 
sponsored by the district and gives parents an opportunity to hear from the District 
Attorney’s office on safe cyber practices to follow at home.  Many community resources and 
organizations were available at the wellness fair, such as the towns’ libraries; the Audubon 
Society’s information on summer camp programs; the Chatham and Harwich Recreation 
Departments; Natural History Museum; Gosnold Counseling; School Resource Officers; 
Lower Cape Outreach; Cape Cod Family Resource Center and many others.  
 
The administrators are finalizing next year’s school calendar. Dates have been established 
for parent conferences at the elementary and middle schools. Interviews are being 
conducted for the physics position and an announcement will be made soon on the interim 
director of instructional technology. The job description for the academic center teacher is 
being developed by the Principal Bill Burkhead and Jen Police, Director of Guidance. Ms. 
Police recently visited Wayland High School to observe their academic center.   
 

I. Action Items 
1. Cafeteria Charging Policy 
MOTION: Sharon Stout moved to adopt Cafeteria Charging Policy EFDA; seconded by Terry 
Russell.  VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
2. Budget Assessment Vote 
MOTION: Brian Widegren moved to approve the FY17 Assessments to the Towns of 
Chatham and Harwich, in the amounts of $8,659,341 and $24,058,301, respectively; 
seconded by Nancy Scott.  VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
3. Payment of Prior Year Invoice 
MOTION: Brian Widegren moved approve payment of Ricoh USA, Inc.’s prior year invoice 
#96432776 in the amount of $434.04 from FY16 funds; seconded by Terry Russell. VOTE: 
UNANIMOUS.  
 
4. Superintendent’s 2015-2016 Goals 
MOTION: Nancy Scott moved to approve the Superintendent’s goals for 2015-2016; 
seconded by Terry Russell.  VOTE: 6 Ayes; 1 Nay. MOTION CARRIED.  
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J. Adjournment –MOTION: Nancy Scott moved to adjourn at 10:55 p.m.; seconded by Terry 
Russell. VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.      

     Respectfully submitted, 
 

Barbara Susko  
Recording Secretary 

 
 

Documents Used at Meeting and Available For Review 
Cafeteria Charging Policy 

Mathematics Program Review Team Report 
Five Year Curriculum Cycle 

MRHS Program of Studies Overview 
Audubon Living Lab Vernal Pool Project 

FY17 Budget Assessments 
Ricoh USA, Inc. Prior Year Invoice  

Art of Charity Donations 2015-2016 
Resolutions for Foundation Budget Review and Charter School Cap 

 
 
 
 


