
Our feature story this month is on the presi-
dential election--the ‘real’ one and the one we 
had at school. This year was the first mock 
election for as MRMS. The election was on 
everyone’s mind. We think everyone knows 
(we hope!) that Donald Trump won the elec-
tion over Hillary Clinton. We wish him the 
best--even if we did not vote for him-- and 
give him our support so that we can stand 
united as a country. 

Before the students cast their votes they 
discussed the important election issues, learn-
ing how to listen to other opinions on the 
issues and participate in creative activities like 
making posters and writing speeches. Here at 
MRMS we learned more than we ever thought 
we would about how important the election is, 
how every vote is needed, and how significant 
the issues are that the candidates talked about.

  Students were encouraged  to talk with 
their families about the election. One student 
said “My parents thought it was great that I 
wanted to talk to them about what was going 
on with the elections. And we talked about our 
opinions.” 

On November 7th all grades went to the 
7th grade wing and used our school Chrome 
Books to cast votes. Students voted for the 
presidential candidate of their choice: Hillary 
Clinton, Donald Trump, Jill Stein and Gary 
Johnson. After collecting all the votes and 
counting them we got the results that showed 
Hillary Clinton as the winner, Donald Trump 
in second, then Gary Johnson and Jill Stein.

 After we voted we did an Exit Poll. The 
results showed overwhelmingly that student’s 
thought voting was important:
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Appreciating Differences
We had the opportunity and 

privilege to listen to these 
seven encouraging people. 
They were people with a wide 
range of  disabilities that came 
to share their stories. Here is 
what they told us:

John S. has dyslexia and had 
trouble reading books. Now, 
John is giving away books 
to little kids. Greth has had 
severe arthritis since she was 
2 ½ years old. Doctors said 
she would never be able to 
walk, have children, drive 
machinery, and live alone. 
She has accomplished all of 
these tasks! “ No matter what 
is wrong with you, there is 
always going to be someone 
who loves you.” Greth said. 

John D. has autism. When 
John was younger his ‘friends’ 
called him Felipe which means 
a mistake from God. That hurt 
him very much. He told us 
“The only Felipe’s here are 
the ones that don’t believe in 
themselves.” He has a lot of 

interests now and is proud of 
his accomplishments. George 
was a man who had difficulty 
seeing. He told us “You are the 
luckiest children in the world.” 
Another John has polio and he 
is director of a large hospital 
for children. John said “If you 
lean into something then you 
can do it, but if you lean into it 
even more then you can do the 
next step.”

Dan S. has asperger’s syn-
drome. Dan made a few mis-
takes that he wished would 
not have happened. He did say 
that making mistakes can be 
good because you can learn 
from them. He has a bachelor’s 
degree at BSU. “When people 
say you can’t do this or you’re 
not good enough”  just block 
them out and believe in your-
self. Officer Macey became 
an officer so he could help 
stop bullying because he was 
bullied. He was picked last 
for sports because he was not 
the most athletic person in the 

world. Then he made the var-
sity hockey team! He said “If 
you are are disabled you can 
still do the things you want to 
do. Don’t give up.” 

All of these brave people 
wanted us to know that no 
matter what our problems are 
just don’t give up and keep 
going. That the most important 
thing is to believe in ourselves. 
They also taught us to never 
judge somebody because they 
are different and to respect all 
types of people. We want to 
thank them for sharing their 
stories and helping us to under-
stand that even if we are differ-
ent on the outside we are really 
all the same at heart.

U.S. Presidential & MRMS Mock Elections 

Mr. Quinn’s 5th grade class heads down to Mrs. Reuss’ precinct to cast 
their votes in MRMS’ first mock election. We like the hat Mr. Quinn!

Reporters: Emma Rose Burnie and Camden Jolibois
Jennie Grogan, Christie Beckley, and Alyson Morris (Exit Poll analysis)  

By Abigail Gates and 
Georgiana OrlandellaVernal Pool

By: Staff
    Wow, a vernal pool in 
our own backyard. We can 
thank our 7th grade science 
teacher Mrs. Forist (who 
was nameed one of three 
Conservation Teachers of 
the year) for her dedica-
tion in making it happen. 
Students are learning about 
the natural world by doing 
water testing, conducting 
experiments in the field to 
help endangered species and 
lots of other learning activ-
ities. “We use our environ-
ment as much as we can.” 
says Mrs. Forist. 
    All grades, 5th, 6th and 
7th, got to help work on 
the vernal pool when it was 
going in. It is very excit-
ing to see how much the 
vernal pool has grown in 
just a short time. There are 
already frogs living there. 
We will continue to watch 
it grow. 



Ghosts, goblins, witches, a space-
ship and even a Jack-in-the-Box were 
having a spectacular time. No where 
else would you see a spaceship danc-
ing with Thing One & Thing Two to 
the song “Closer” by Chainsmokers. 
It looked like there was a really good 
turn-out. Students came to dance and 
have an awesome time with their 
friends.

Pretty much everyone at the dance 
was having a good time walking 
around the dance and checking out 
all the costumes. Lots of them were 
super creative. The best costume 
award went to Jack Kipperman who 
was a Jack-in-the-Box and he is in 
7th grade. Also a 7th grade boy in a 
spaceship costume got some honor-
able comments by the judges. Thank 
you to our high school chaperones 
for baking amazing treats and serv-
ing delicious snacks. Monsters and 
“Things” get hungry when they listen 
to music and dance! 

The dance was such a blast, between 
good times, amazing snacks and col-
orful lights. I can’t wait for the next 
dance to roll around. We will let you 
know when the next one is getting 
close so watch for the winter edition 
of our newspaper. We will be cov-

ering the dances and also the school 
plays which are incredible.

Where would we be without Mrs. Simmons 
our unbelievable school secretary? She does 
everything from taking care of every possi-
ble problem a kid can have to working with 
our principal Mr. Wilson helping him orga-
nize his day (and let me tell you, Mr. Wilson 
has a pretty busy day)! 

We went to Mr. Wilson and Mr. O’Shea:
What is remarkable about Mrs. Simmons?
Mr. Wilson: No matter how challenging or 

difficult the day might be, she will always 
put on a smile and stay calm.

What is Mrs. Simmon’s best quality?
Mr. O’Shea: It doesn’t matter how difficult 

the situation is, she puts on a smile and just 
brushes it off like it is no big deal and man-
ages to still solve the problem.

Notice any similarity between what Mr. 
Wilson and Mr. O’Shea had to say?

Finally, Mrs. Simmons...
What is the favorite part of your job? 
Mrs. S: My favorite part of my job is the 

interaction with the students, staff and par-
ents.  We have such a great community at 
Monomoy and I truly enjoy being part of an 
awesome system.  Since I started (16 years 
ago) I have never had two days that are the 
same. There is always something new hap-
pening so I am never bored!  Of course, that 
is also the most challenging part of my job 
too!  Some days I am not able to do anything 
I had on my agenda! I have learned that to be 
successful at the middle school you have to 
be flexible and have a good sense of humor. 

The athletes of Monomoy Middle 
School 2016 Fall sports had out-
standing effort, their enthusiasm 
was amazing and their dedication 
was too good to be true! Everyone 
who participated did an outstand-
ing job! The girls field hockey 
team was undefeated! They played 
11 games and won all of them. 
They only let about 7 goals in for 
the whole season. Unbelievable! 

Big shoutout to our goalies, Olivia 
W. and Katlyn G. for always 
keeping an eye on the ball and 
working very hard. Also, to the 
Mid-fielders, who have to run up 
and down the field constantly. A 
huge thanks to our defense for 
always helping the goalies out and 
all those passes were amazing! 
And who could forget about those 
forwards who shoot most of the 
goals. We would all like to say 
thank you to Ms. Andrews for an 
amazing season and we will have 
to say goodbye to some amazing 
7th graders who are going to the 
high school next year. Good luck 
next year girls and don’t forget to 
“Keep those sticks down!”

By: Camden & Cori

Wetfest was packed full with fun activ-
ities for all fifth graders to enjoy. It was 
about learning too though. Learning all 
about water and how important it is to us 
and to all the living creatures who make 
the water their home. I got a chance to 
talk with Rob Bennet from Americorps 
and Kayla Bayer. They both said they 
hope that by coming today then can help 
Cape Cod with the quality of our water. 
Mr. Bennett said “Water education is 
important for kids to know about so they 
can grow-up with a more conscious atti-
tude and awareness when they go about 

their daily lives. They might be more 
careful with how they use water. 

The gym was packed with over a dozen 
different stations and activity booths, 
from the Edible Aquifer—yummy--to 
D.O. the Limbo (really had to be bendy 
for that one), Freddie the Fish (poor 
Freddie) and even the Incredible Talking 
and Walking Toilet! The students of 
MMS did learn about the consequences 
of our actions on the environment, not 
only for households but for our ecosys-
tems as well. 

 We thank all of the volunteers that 
came to teach us about our water and 
made sure that we had fun learning. Stay 
tuned for more stories about how we are 
interested in saving our environment.

From left to right: Kayla Gilley, Ciara Farris, Chloe Edridge, Max Bachand

Top row: Erica S., Bella M., Bella C., Brynn M., MacKenzie B., Maddie S., Amalia M.,
 Emily F. Middle Row: Evie S., Joey V., Yu Shang Z., Caroline D., Sabrina M., Marilyn O., 
Becca S. Bottom row: Carly D., Katlyn G., Helan D., Olivia W., Ava H., Phoebe G. Coaches: 
Ms. Andrews and Coach Grammie
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